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Harmony between forests and agricultural forestry

through a composite system of agricultural forestry
for mountainous regions
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In ancient times, this site was known as Takachihogo and Shiibayama of Usuki County in Hyuga Province, and it
consists of the three towns and two villages of Takachiho Town, Hinokage Town, Gokase Town, Morotsuka Village, and
Shiiba Village. The site is also home to many myths and legends as the land where a descendant of the Shinto sun
goddess descended from the heavens to found Japan in the Kojiki and Nihon Shoki (Japan’s oldest known texts).
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What are GIAHS?
GIAHS (Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems) are sites in which culturally important and traditional forms of agriculture, forestry,

and fishing (agricultural, forestry, and fishery systems) are carried out. These sites are evaluated and certified by the Food and Agricultural
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and under this system, there are currently (as of July 2018) 52 recognized sites in 21 countries
worldwide, with 11 of those sites located in Japan.

GIAHS: Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization q
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Approximately 92% of the site is covered in forest that is mostly on sloped land, and despite
these harsh conditions, people have been carrying out a composite system of agricultural
forestry to sustain their lifestyles while striking a balance between conservation and the
effective utilization of the forest. __

The workings of this system have fostered the conservation of rare plants and animals that
inhabit the forest and farms, beautiful landscapes that include sloping mountains covered in
rice terraces, as well as'traditional culture such as the religious performance known as kagura,
which brings the mythology and folklore of ancient Japan into modern times.

This composite systent of agricultural forestry has been evaluated as a globally important
traditional system and was certified as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Site

(GIAHS) in December 2015. .
.-
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Harmony between forests and agricultural forestry

through a composite system of agricultural forestry for mountainous regions
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The Takachihogo-Shiibayama site is a steep, mountainous region enclosed by the peaks of the Kyushu-Sanchi, with mountains ranging from 1,000-1,700
meters in elevation.

In this tough, forest-enclosed environment where flat land is extremely sparse, the people have constructed a composite system of agricultural forestry that
combines various forms of agriculture, including the production of timber in planted forests that are managed over long periods of time, shiitake mushroom
cultivation as well as wagyu cattle production, and rice harvesting in terraced paddies. Using this system, farmers have attained harmony between the forest
and agricultural forestry activities, and through self-sustaining methods such as timber harvesting and land clearing, the resources of the forest are properly
maintained without resorting to excessive usage.

Additionally, biodiversity is properly maintained through the conservation and management of broadleaf deciduous trees such as sawtooth oak used for
shiitake mushroom cultivation, along with conifers such as Japanese cedar and Hinoki cypress. Furthermore, this system also nurtures important traditional
cultural practices, including kagura, a religious performance carried out in villages to pray to the gods residing in the mountains for an abundant harvest.
Today, with a worldwide decline in forest resources and as we consider the negative effects that this is having on biodiversity and the environment, the features
of this region and its sustainable, complex system of agricultural forestry for mountainous regions are models of global importance.
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Forest conservation and management Forest [conifers and broadleaf trees]
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Blessings from the forest (timber, water, etc.)

MR EEED
GEESHE - WRFKBORBR L]

RIEBUDESEES [KH. 2157, #H. BRAEF. & EEGL]

Family-unit-based composite management [timber, shiitake mushrooms, rice terraces, beef cattle, tea, field burning, etc.]
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Group work
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Regional improvement activities
[Construction of road systems,
hillside irrigation canals, etc.]

Strong local community [kagura culture, self-governed community center system]
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Shifting Cultivation
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Traditional = shifting cultivation, which strongly
retains agricultural methods from the Jomon period
(the earliest period of Japanese history), is a
sustainable form of agriculture conducted in 20-30
year cycles in which areas to be burned are moved
every year, and after about 4 years of buckwheat and
soybean cultivation, a fallow period is established to
allow the forest to regenerate.
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Hillside Irrigation Canals and
Rice Terraces
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Hillside irrigation canals have been built on the steep
hillsides in order to secure water for rice terraces on
sloping land. The more than 500 kilometers of
hillside irrigation canals and rice terraces in excess of
1,800 hectares are the fruits of our ancestors” great
efforts.
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Takachihogo-Shiibayama
Site GIAHS Features
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A Wide Array of
Traditional Agricultural Forestry
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Operational stability is increased through a unique
system of diversified agricultural forestry management
that includes beef cattle carefully raised in small
numbers on roughage harvested in the region,
pan-fried tea that boasts the largest production
volume in Japan, and sustainable shiitake mushroom
cultivation.
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Traditional Culture and Regional Bonds
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Locals are firmly bonded to each other through
connections to the region that have been fostered
through their unique agricultural forestry culture,
including ancient agricultural rituals such as kagura
religious performances, as well as typical Japanese folk
songs such as the Kariboshikiri Uta (Grass-Cutting
Song) and Hietsuki Bushi (Millet-Pounding Tune).
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Timber Production and Mosaic Forest Creation
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The region’s forests feature conifers such as Japanese
cedar and Hinoki cypress for timber production,
broadleaf deciduous trees for shiitake mushroom
cultivation, and evergreen broadleaf trees that are
being conserved and managed. The “mosaic forest”
created through the fragmentation of flora is a
symbol of the region’s coexistence with the forest.
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Regional Development
Through the Creation of a Forest Utopia
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The creation of a characteristic region is being
promoted through the concept of a “Forestopia
(Forest Utopia),” where forest resources as well as the
culture of traditional lifestyles are preserved and
utilized to create spiritually rich lives.
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54,5697 / A012,186 A (FFr30E11H1HEAE)
No. of households: 4,569/Population: 12,186 (as of November 1, 2018)
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Home of the Gods Where Myths Live
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Takachiho Town is a place that retains numerous myths and spots related to mythology. Traditional kagura
performances, a religious ritual carried out to pray for peace in the region, resides within each village in this town.
Once a year, the region is united though this divine dance that is performed to give thanks for the harvest.
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Rice terraces that were spread through hillside irrigation canals built
by the efforts of our ancestors
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Hillside Irrigation Canals: The Unbroken Legacy of a Foundation Built by Our Ancestors

MOTTOHIK T, 13 & A EDETTRIKE /NI
MEFTNzT b, KEDEEERET, G
WBHZENLEoBwHIEolcbVWnET, ZD5,
AR DKRKITH T % B, WK TR 72
7255 L RVET,

PHIG29MF IS, BUED LK DO L I 2T E
17km® CEJIKD ASEAK LD TTH, ZhidHE
NS274, HytDO Nz BEDMmDIc Cis &k 5 7%58%5))

ERNHER L TDOT ET LT,
FTANTEBEMNENEE S KL G, EFICALS LA
Wi UCTIED EUTERKES T, ZNMR4AE
HEN, ZUMNANT, 98 T OHUSOEDS Lz
ZTVET,

=B, e NTebDEOWNGEE - 7z KK 7%,
ROMRICTEZLRFHERFLDTVIE TN 2y F
L3z 2484,

In the past, most of the water used to support the lifestyles of the people in the region was taken from streams, making life difficult and growing rice an

impossible task. But I believe these conditions made people understand that water and rice were not things to be taken for granted.

In 1896, water began flowing through the 17-km long Iwakawa Irrigation Canal that acted as the foundation for the current hillside irrigation canals, but

from its initial conception it took 27 years of backbreaking hard work and investments from the residents own pockets to complete the canal.

Words cannot describe the incredible efforts that our ancestors expended to create these irrigation canals. For generations, the canals have been managed

and passed down, and they continue to support this region to this day.

Our ancestors put so much into these irrigation canals, and like they’ve done, we must hand down these canals to the next generation in the most

sustainable condition possible.
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Director of Midori Net Takachiho
Kohei Tazaki



Takachihogo-Shiibayama Towns and Villages
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No. of households: 1,488/Population: 3,750 (as of November 1, 2018)
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Forest Therapy and Traditional Techniques
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With its endless scenic beauty that weaves a tapestry of deep woods and clear streams, Hinokage Town has been EEEEFEENZLEFLWDDICHIBISN. 1 FEhif
designated as a forest therapy base to connect the healing effects of forests to the creation healthy minds and bodies. S5h3

Additionally, the folk-culture of the farming villages, including wara-zaiku (straw-working) and take-zaiku

Shimenawa are replaced as the New Year holiday arrives and then
(bamboo-working), as well as faming-village kabuki performances have been strongly retained.

put on display throughout the year
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Wara-Zaiku (straw-working): A Crafting Technique That Has Been Passed Down Along with Shimenawa (sacred ropes) Jomon Culture
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In the Takachihogo-Shiibayama region, which includes Hinokage Town, it is customary to display shimenawa at the main entrance of buildings
throughout the year. Despite a continuing decline in the number of wara-zaiku artisans throughout Japan, I believe that the tradition of wara-zaiku is
firmly embedded in the region due to the shimenawa culture.

Shimenawa are meant to act as a barrier, and legends say that its origins lie in the Amano-Iwato cave in Takachiho Town, where the goddess Amaterasu

went into hiding. After she was taken out of the cave, they put a rope around it so that she could never enter again.
I think that the people of this region display shimenawa year-round because it shows the people's belief that they are living with gods inside their homes, DbOLMIT 721X
which are within the confines of shimenawa. H % ]S}%_.EB XA

Life in the mountains can be very tough, much more than what we humans can handle. When things get tough, we put our hands together in prayer. Wara-Zaiku Takubo

For the people of this region, that's how close the gods exist in our lives. Yoichiro Kai
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No. of households: 1,260/Population: 3,627 (as of November 1, 2018)
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A Rare Tea That Has Been Passed Down from Days of Yore
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Atan elevation of approximately 600 meters above sea level, Gokase Town is suitable for tea harvesting due to the area’s
large temperature differences between day and night as well as other features, and the town has long been producing
tea through the kamairi (pan-frying) technique. To this day, kamairicha is being produced as a traditional processed
agricultural product, making Gokase a rare area of production within Japan.
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Frying the tea leaves in an iron pan that has been heated to 300
degrees Celsius removes all of the plant-like flavor of the leaves
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Handing Down the Production Method for the Rare Kamairicha
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Kamairicha has long been cherished in Japan as a tea for the commoner. Since tea produced by steaming the leaves became mainstream in the 18th
century, kamairicha has only been made in limited areas within the Kyushu region, and today, is known as a rare tea, accounting for less than about 1%
of all Japanese tea produced domestically.

Until around the mid-60s, every farm in Gokase Town pan-fried their tea by hand. However, due to advances in mechanization starting around the late
60s, traditional tea-making methods are steadily fading away. With this in mind, the Shinryokukai, an organization of local tea producers, visits schools

to conduct hands-on lessons on picking and pan-frying tea, in an effort to pass down these techniques. Ty KB
Without knowing the basic method of pan-frying and how good it is, it is impossible to make the most effective use of machines in tea production. In gﬁ*g H—3A

order to hand down pan-frying techniques in a way that is appropriate for the times, it is important to fully understand the merits of both methods and
then find our way to the best solution.

Gokase Green Teas
Yoichi Korogi
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No. of households: 675/Population: 1,595 (as of November 1, 2018)
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An Entire Village That Has Been FSC Certified
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With its active forestry industry, Morotsuka has had all of its areas certified by the FSC®, a global organization that
certifies properly managed forests. Forestry and agriculture are combined to develop a composite system of
agricultural forestry that sustains livelihoods, resulting in the formation of a “mosaic forest” that has conifers and

broadleaf trees spread out in a patchwork pattern.

R FARIEDHRD [HARS 4 %27 ]
Raw-Wood Shiitake Mushrooms from an FSC-Certified Forest
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Takachihogo-Shiibayama Towns and Villages

BROBBRENKEVEROIEN YA 5T DHIFICEL T

Wd,

ZIHRo T, oMl HoAZIENC LRV ES
ICLTWAATY,

JEARE L TEL TV BDIZEE20~25FE0 7 XF
RFITORED T, ERLIBDOYID NS HIAR
ICHPHTLBATT K, FNEZZDOEEETT, #
DRI HEIRT 2, 290> THAEZEDIRT T L
T, BMNFOENTOBATT K

The farmers who cultivate shiitake mushrooms from raw wood basically cut raw wood from their own mountain land, but when conducting large-scale

cultivation like we do, only raw wood for personal use is not enough. In such times, we use a “shiitake mushroom raw-wood bank.” This raw-wood bank

adjusts the supply and demand between those who wish to sell unneeded raw wood for reasons such as not having anyone to pass it down to, and those

who are lacking raw wood and wish to buy it. Doing this makes sure that raw wood that has been nurtured with such care doesn’t go to waste.

Sawtooth and other oak trees aged 20-25 years are suitable as raw wood, but buds will naturally sprout from the tree stumps after the trees have been

cut down. These buds are then nurtured and cut down when the time is right. Repeatedly regenerating the trees like this protects the forest.

Morotsuka’s climate, with its large differences in temperature between
day and night, are suited for the cultivation of shiitake mushrooms.
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Raw-wood shiitake mushroom production
Kazushi and Junko Hiyokawa
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No. of households: 1,114/Population: 2,621 (as of November 1, 2018)
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Field Burning: A Legacy in Unexplored Lands
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Shiiba Village is one of the Three Great Unexplored Regions of Japan, in an area with endlessly overlapping mountains.

Since around 1950, this village has been the only place in Japan where the traditional Japanese agricultural practice of

shifting cultivation has been carried out. This cyclical agricultural method exists harmoniously with nature and is also

an expression the local people’s reverence for nature.
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A Cyclical Agricultural Method Where Humans Coexist with Nature
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The field burning that we practice is a traditional agricultural method that has been passed down since ancient times. First, small areas of the forest are
cut down, the wood carried out, and the undergrowth burned to create arable land. After this, seeds are planted, but in the first year, buckwheat is
cultivated, followed by Japanese and foxtail millet in the second year, then adzuki beans in the third year, and finally soybeans in the fourth year.

Then, a fallow period of about 20 years is established to allow the forest to recover its potential before the fields are burned again in this cyclical

agricultural method. The field 'm burning is one that we haven’t burned since my father’s generation.

For the first two years after we burn the field, we can grow 100% pesticide-free crops because boars and insects dislike and stay away from the burnt

smell. But in its third and fourth years, weeds start to grow, and that attracts insects. This means that the mountain is becoming stronger and is being

rejuvenated. When this happens, we then move on to a different location. This is how we continue a never-ending cycle of humans and nature existing

in harmony.
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Buckwheat cultivated through field burning make for soba noodles
that feature a firm texture and delicate aroma

Takachihogo-Shiibayama Towns and Villages
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Shifting Cultivation Farmer
Masaru Shiiba
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Evaluation Criteria
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Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) are evaluated and certified based on five certification criteria that have been established by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), along with the site’s global importance and conservation plans. Here, we will introduce you to the features of the
Takachihogo-Shiibayama site that were evaluated according to FAO certification criteria.

FAO 1= & 3 IS B 33 A O s S e

FAO Criteria for GIAHS Certification
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Food and Livelihood Security
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The proposed agricultural, forestry, and/or fishing system contributes to the
food and/or livelihood security of local communities.
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Agro-biodiversity
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The proposed agricultural, forestry, and/or fishing system is endowed with

globally significant biodiversity and genetic resources for food and
agriculture.
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Local and Traditional Knowledge Systems
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The local and traditional knowledge systems maintain “local and invaluable
traditional knowledge and practices,” “ingenious adaptive technology,” and

“systems to manage natural resources including biota, land, and water that
support agricultural, forestry, and/or fishing activities.”
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Cultures, Value Systems, and Social Organizations
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Within the proposed agricultural, forestry, and/or fishing system, there

should exist social organizations associated with resource management and
food production as well as a regionally distinct cultural identity and climate.
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Landscapestn) and Seascapes(‘2) Features
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The site possesses landscapes or seascapes that have been developed over time
through the interaction between humans and the environment.

1) SYRRT =7 T#D EICBHKEXZDESZREAL. ZTNHET S
— DB E KD,

(%2) ¥>—27 =7  BBTHD. REBRTITONSHELEBEESFICS >
THBENZHD,

(*1) Landscape: A regional grouping that displays the development of agriculture, forestry, and fishing
upon the land.

(*2) Seascape: A formation created by the fishing and aquaculture industry conducted in coastal
zones known as satoumi.
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AR LAY
Diverse Agricultural Products

UK TIE, WA OE LI B 2KRRES, @
WSR2 LD LTI - {EE ORREE, U oF i 5%
DML, Z LT A 27 Bbia E2Rs BRI Ok
MTHONTWVD, FHTHZS A Z7ICBIL Tid 2EE260D
FER R HIR O AEL T Y., EENICHE
BRPERD—D LI >TW\W5,

This site produces a diverse range of agricultural products including beef-cattle
production and wet-rice cultivation in rice terraces, vegetables and
flowers/ornamental plants that take advantage of the cool climate, fruit and nut
trees such as chestnuts and kumquat, as well as shiitake mushroom cultivation.
Notably, this site produces over half of all dried shiitake mushrooms in Miyazaki
Prefecture, an area that proudly claims the title of the second-highest production
volume in Japan, making this site one of the nation’s key production areas.

4

HENOYA 5 TidZ0REEEHEDbWALENICEFMshTWs

Shiitake mushrooms from Morotsuka Village are highly rated in Japan for their quality and flavor

AUz 330 5 EERMEW O 4R

Key Agricultural Products in the Region

BAICE T BKTERIE (BZFH)

Wet-rice cultivation in terraced paddies (Hinokage Town)

4,553t 278t 182t 135t
112¢ 80t 1,269¢ 951¢
2017
240¢ 234t 1,115)2%*0021‘ 111155;57l<
XEIFRHAN

*From a survey conducted by Miyazaki Prefecture

A M3k D B2 3 VAR G T

Agricultural Product Output for the Region

(in 10 millions of yen)

ZDft
Other
TEEMEY zes
Industrial agricultural products |’ﬂ M L‘F
33 = REELHR Beef cattle

Flowers and Agricultural Product Output
ornamental plants 1 1 3 8 450
=z 40 2

’ TrHH
A 11.38 million yen
72 ax

Rice E?%
99 Vegetables

o0

R BMOKER [HETARIREELR (H28)] 2 LICSIRRIER
Source: Created by Miyazaki Prefecture based on the “Agricultural Product Output
by Municipality (2016)” from the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries
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Composite Agricultural Forestry Management

AU LT % C 205, BHICHE LI TS T AEHOD 2 HHIEY S
DL ARCIENS &5 12 LOMBRISEREL TV B, 2 TRARTHORARANRANS
= 2w - - Gross Agricultural Forestry Revenue (in Percentage)
D& THUNEBIO T, A3 L TREEA, BHZADFT per Farm-and-Forestry Household in One Morotsuka Village Community
REEMMUTHENZTG2 & L Bic, 1L OREICHE Ul 275

FeHAEDE T, DL ORRIN T RMERE Y AT L2 ZDfth
L7z 2% Other
) ‘ A F B 9 =
Z ORI, AU TR LIS IS AR O " b e
MNE N, BMREESREDOV AT LDREIEEL TWHEENOH (fice, tea, SNESIECKRE(EY Timber production and
1 8‘V B#a " other forestry activities
DAL LI LT D, BB 12D T, #hA32.1ha, /K ’ RASRAIA
Gross Agricultural Forestry Revenue 40%
21.8ha, #%F1.3ha, WHA2. 1802 H L, W21 27 Z4E [ 198kg 1,919
’
LEHELTV S, (HF32.1hatd 5 BIFIFREEN & A 2 TR DTz D FH/H
5 R EHORBILIMIR T, F D 1ZALFOSHEERIH) ST
MRS Z L TH B L. AIMAEENS40%, A 27 HEEH» 5 2AYT
Shiitake mushrooms
35%. TOMEEENS18%ZFTND, TOT b, BHEEMLIEE 36
T HER O RO MERF Uy b 2 M IR BEMEE SR E NS
N, AR OLEDRBEN TS T EHIZ 2o R BB A 181 F) HRICET 55 (1996)

Source: Katsuhisa Kohroki. “A Study of ‘Steward’ Forestry Households.” (1996)

This site is located in a steep mountainous region, and for that reason, it has very little flat land suitable for cultivation and small-scale communities dot the landscape enclosed by forests. Under
such harsh conditions, the people of this region worked hard and made innovations to preserve and manage the forests with their own hands to gain products from the forest while also combining
diverse agricultural activities suited to the mountainous environment to form a characteristic and sustainable composite system of agricultural forestry.

As a result, this region has many farming households that manage both agricultural and forestry activities, which are known as farm-and-forestry households. In a survey of communities in
Morotsuka Village, where the region’s composite system of agricultural forestry is the most developed, the average farm-and-forestry household owned 32.1 hectares of forest, 21.8 hectares of rice
paddies, 1.3 hectares of tea fields, as well as 2.1 head of beef cattle, and produced 198 kg of dried shiitake mushrooms per year. (Of the 32.1 hectares of forest, around 30% is deciduous broadleaf
forest such as sawtooth oak for shiitake mushroom cultivation, and the remainder is made up of conifer forest such as Japanese cedar)

Looking at gross revenues from agricultural forestry activities, 40% is obtained from timber production, 35% from shiitake mushroom cultivation, and 18% from other agricultural activities. This
suggests that these households pursue stable livelihoods by carrying out diversified operations that combine agriculture and forestry while maintaining two types of forest: conifer forest and
deciduous broadleaf forest.

Z ko IR R TEY)

A Legacy of Traditional Crops
AHUKCIE, T ORI 5 TIRORIEIC K > T MR G EDZ TR T2,

This region has inherited unique traditional crop varieties through agricultural methods that can only be found here.

V= kXZ Som (Buckwheat) and Japanese Millet

HEBERCld. HARTEED WM FIERIC K > T V'~ (OO
SETYNZET) PeE HERHOLHRMENERENTVE, TIN50
BYKROHETIE, KERIC B A2 @D BT, flE BN oA K
YNoEE %, T TREI NI IS0 OERMREA AIGEL T, #o7
TEE LT HREH TN TV S,

YIDEF () L ET(H). INSEHMAEORELERD
In Shiiba Village, there are shifting cultivation practices that are rare even in Japan, and these farming methods REREZ LUEICH T 2ELWEBETCLYYI YR
are used to maintain unique traditional crops such as certain varieties of buckwheat (known locally as soma (KEBHNS DEIEN) &S0 2EHRNAMNE L5 2
= = j =

instead of the more common soba) and Japanese millet. In order to increase their viability in the event of a . ) -

disaster, the grains and seeds of these crops are carefully stored in warehouses far from people’s homes. Japanese Soma seeds (eft) and Japanese millet (right). These forms of cutivation
illet stored here can be preserved for extended periods of up to 50 years, and are also considered highl and storage for traditional crop varieties may be considered traditional

mi P p P years, ghly knowledge that improves resilience (the ability to recover from

important as an emergency crop. disasters, etc.) in the tough mountainous environment
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HHUD DI N T DI A EE R I AT OIS, T & 1375 B ik L WO RUERERPHTE G
L 7e MR OGN, HilE Tk Io4a) = IO bt ) EMEN TV, T
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MEESN TV,

Despite low production volumes caused by a scarcity of arable land, this unique, traditional crop variety is suited
to the tough climate, unlike lowland crops. Locally, it is called yaune or yatsuriwase. A variety of other

traditional varieties that can only be found in this region, including sobosan beans and asajiri beans, are also
produced here.

%J?/J‘ Dgﬁ: Kamairicha Tea

Y ZHICRZ EEZLKDE
ROFTICHNZEY
TN U E DR

SO—TEZ>TWS

Gokasho corn is hung from the eaves of many farming households
when in season. Sights like these are part of the local scenery

ARHIEOILUTFICIEF ¥ DA (Y<Fv) DEHAELTED, BENOEZE - 1Lk E
MEN TS, TOF v IEEEZHOTEHNG B0 3 iImTEh, bt
HOBGHDKAHHFITHHENTE

HATIAKEREETN TV S ARFERES (%) D5 B, 97%H ‘7KL ORET
EHEENTVDT B0 ORIETEEEINZ B O REIREER LD LK >
T3,

e F v OREEE Y 7 F 2 IMN97%% 8D % 7  AHIEK TR 0 Ol &
AF R TY<F 3 DRIEEN TV D, AHIKORELD O A EFE RIS ERIHEE 200
L THO, HA—DEEREHE> TV 5,

Tea plants (Camellia japonica), grow wild in this site’s mountains and fields, and the plants have long been called
“bush tea” or “mountain tea” The leaves of this tea plant are processed using iron pans to make traditional
kamairicha, which is used as rehydration during breaks from work in the mountains.

Unfermented tea (ryokucha or green tea) is widely produced in Japan, and 97% of this tea is made by steaming
the tea leaves, making kamairicha, which is made with a kamairi (pan-frying) technique, extremely valuable.
Additionally, while the Yabukita variety accounts for 97% of this tea, in this region the Takachiho and
Yamanami varieties are cultivated for kamairicha tea. This region proudly produces the highest volume of
kamairicha in Japan, with an estimated annual production volume of 200 tons.

H A B D BN A o s

A Major Region for Black Wagyu Beef Production

- T

A\.Mk o J §
FFOZN O RELEERBFRCEMEZMNEGREY
2R EBHTHRED B

This site’s kamairicha is of extremely high quality, having received
multiple regional prizes at the National Tea Competition & Awards

BITELARE. FROTHEILRICHED, B Z UDnARIEIC 1 5 RSEIA
DREZFE U THHTOMBENEMTONTE e, BE, AT %
KRR (F3,600F) D55 3EFEEMNAAALEEICHED > TH D, Tak284F
(20164F) Resi CORHA-OREHFIZASEM T, Ao BEEFEHF OB X
ZABNSGEL TV 5,

A D EFERER ORI & U T LRI N L B 2P e 2 < | i
FITHBWTIERIOHI N E Z RO N T 5, BFESPMIEL DEAREZ
o TVBRREREZL,

With the growth in beef consumption that began in the Meiji Period (1868-1912), this region, with its scare

) e arable land, worked to improve its beef battle breeds, which has become a major source of agricultural
AR TEES NICNF R 2ENFEALERICEVWTEIRE revenue. Currently, of all the farming households in the region (approximately 3,600), around 30% are
BEREROEFICEMT 24 GVABEERINICL BN involved in raising beef cattle, and as of 2016, the product output for beef cattle was 4.5 billion yen,
mBEZEHF->TWD accounting for around 40% of the region’s agricultural output.

Wagyu beef produced in this region boasts superior quality through
advanced feeding management technology, contributing to successive

In terms of distinguishing characteristics, most beef cattle herds are relatively small in scale, with around
90% of breeding farms rearing nine head of cattle or less. There are also many farming households that run

victories while representing Miyazaki Prefecture in the National Competitive composite operations, combining livestock raising with crop farming or forestry activities.

Exhibition of Wagyu

15



B SR AW % Rkt

Agro-biodiversity
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Rare wild flora and fauna maintained
by appropriate forest management

EEH ORI 1% & UFFSCE A PRiFsCic012945
S TR < HESE I SRR AL
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B C Ll s OTdD kIR, EREROME
“ZEHSHE R Crb TR DA TR E O FEHTIC A2 K Sk LT
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In the Takachihogo-Shiibayanta regiofy forest managerientassociated withasustafable system-of agriculture and forestry is cartied'out; and this is exemplified by the fact th?
theentirety of Morotsuka Village received FS€-C012945 forest Eertification from the FSC®. This management is suitablefrom an environmental conservation perspective, and ¥+ -

through actions such as the replenishihent of water sources, it contributes greatly torenabling people to benefit from theforest, including its roléin maintaining and conserving®
the ecosystem. . il > : > %

PR
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Forest Biodiversity Maintained by Sustainable Forestry

AHUIEO NTHhE. ZF - b/ FOREMP KIS Z LD TS, ZOLLH
WO TR I &> CHYNCETIE N TEY., ZORRE L TEMZE
HENMRIZN TN B,

HTEETHITNCS 2 BERE FOATHKRICEEDET I HA Y IRFL
U, BRI L v BT —% 7w 7B E N TV 2 fbix By 1 0FiAYE &
LTHD., MELEMZRIEORENHILEN TV A EELRFHIE K> TWV 5,

The majority of the site’s planted forests consists of conifers such as Japanese cedar and Hinoki cypress. Most of

these forests are appropriately managed through the implementation of weeding, cleaning, as well as thinning

and other measures at optimal intervals, resulting in the preservation of biodiversity.

Among the life that inhabits this site, ten rare species of plants and animals listed in Miyazaki Prefecture’s Red .

Data Book, including the Japanese Cypripedium and Calanthe Sieboldii, live in Toyadake in Takachiho Town BLBEYNEZ CERLTNE NS ERROE

despite the fact that their habitats are planted cedar forests. This serves as an important example that shows how EABHICIEESIN TV RES

forestry and biodiversity are maintained in harmonious balance. Toyadake has been designated as an important habitat in
Miyazaki Prefecture due to the many rare plants and animals that

live there

P R & o THEST 3 v 5 A S ikt

Biodiversity Maintained by Rice Terrace Agriculture

12 OREICZEE N TSI & T2 LA S IERKER, Thbid ARD
TED L7 ZRIGASRTEDY, 2 OBRBRISHEIS LB 2 8 ER LTV 5, H
HICIE, HIBROMEEERBICIEESN TS FYay, ZHA Frdnvi
MERLTW2IED, W EDEDZHIREKICIENY 3T e a0 74 EHD
HOBMMENER L TV,

The region has rice terraces that have been formed on the mountain slopes along with mountainside irrigation
canals that support the terraces. Despite being secondary nature that was created by humans, there are many
plants and animals that have adapted to this environment and live in these terraces and canals. The rice terraces
are the habitat for animals and plants designated as endangered species in Miyazaki Prefecture, including loaches,

giant water bugs, and Japanese predacious diving beetles. Additionally, the river basins connected to the rice » s
terraces are inhabited by precious amphibian species such as amber-colored salamanders. Ny amH YL e e

An amber-colored salamander

BRE B 12X o THEF s 3 Fb A DBy

Rare Grassland Flora and Fauna Maintained by Agriculture (Livestock)

FIR IR DR &6 T & 5 MRHLPGHNC AN 2 By s CREREGE800 A — F L), T Tid,
FHIC K 2 HETRHERDO D DEA W HEZIC K > THERF SN T2, ZORER. HATIE
T R E ENB e A2y o, TR & 7y irmic LS ianT Y 2
715 AV ETDIEHDHEL T %,

The Gokasho Highland (average elevation: 800 meters) is a highland area that extends to the west of Mt. Sobo, the highest peak
in Miyazaki Prefecture. This area is maintained by grass cutting and field burning to secure roughage used for livestock. As a
result, this area is the habitat for rare plants, including the star lily, for which the Gokasho highlands are the southernmost
habitat, and the aso takarakou (Ligularia fischeri var. takeyuki), a plant found nowhere in the world except for the Aso region
and this highland.

ExXaY

Star lilies

EE ~ BN -

B I%t:’\7j(%;ﬂ} I I L(-ﬁ%*\ﬁ' Supplying Clean Water to Rivers

e TREAS « MESEL KD Rt 2 AR B, TSk 2 WIS ik g 2 LT B ARTIZ R L Th D, A2 RN S 1o )1 H RO —RIc &, Bl
BELY FUAMCEEREINTOWEHDRAT JUWMER LTV,

The Takachihogo-Shiibayama site’s sustainable forest management performs an important role in supplying clean water to rivers, and parts of the Gokase River that runs through the
site and the Mimi River basin are inhabited by rare kawanori (Prasiola japonica), which is on the Ministry of the Environment’s Red List.
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Local and Traditional Knowledge Systems
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The Takachihogo-Shiibayama region’s knowledge system is
symbolized by its mosaic forest, a distinctive forest landscape
resulting from the composite management of timber
production and shiitake mushroom cultivation activities,
and by its traditional shifting cultivation that provides a
model for other countries.

Since ancient times, the region’s forests have been used to
obtain food and timber through shifting cultivation. The
people of this region also hold reverence for nature and a
spirit of harmony, and because of this, they have practiced
sustainable forest management that forbids excess burning or
deforestation. Even amid social conditions that have changed
significantly due to the trends such as the global energy
revolution and rapid growth in housing demand in urban
areas, the village has not changed. Even with the current
decline in timber production in Japan, this region continues
to engage in active forestry.
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Morotsuka Village’s Mosaic Forest

AR TN > A 2T BHE DM TN T WS, B TE
DA R REEFEREOR L WD N L FESEN TIRFHTEA T, T
R REZICHETHRIEL RNGEEZK CH 2 EHIE
BIAESEZTT 5 RMEDZ AHEL TV,

AER ORISR BITH 2 TEYA ) & MR
DIcHDAF « &/ FEDFEEMMK, > X T RHEDIDD Y
R FEOVEREILER I, RRER TN TS H RO RZEB,
PUE 3 OB Sy F T — 7 RICEEE N2 DTH B,

Traditionally, shiitake mushrooms have been cultivated in this region. Morotsuka is
even said to be the birthplace of shiitake mushroom cultivation, and the practice has
been particularly prosperous for the village, but along with agriculture such as shiitake
mushroom cultivation, there are many farm-and-forestry households here that develop
conifer forests as long-term assets.

The mosaic forest has created a distinctive landscape for Morotsuka Village, and this
forest consists of conifer forest that include Japanese cedar and Hinoki cypress for
timber production, deciduous broadleaf forest that includes sawtooth oak for shiitake
mushroom cultivation, and conserved evergreen broadleaf forest. These three types of
forest are also laid out in a patchwork pattern.

D& ¥F A4 7 AT S 72 BEH

The Factors Behind the Creation of the Mosaic Forest

RSN BN TEY A ZHHDNER ENTHKNE LTRO DT 5 e
T & %, ORNDOBHMD KRS D50haA D T L B MK T LEHENTE
D BRI EN TV QEMRDFTE T 2 RIS TEGRERS, JLTRER
RN T AR SEHEN TV S,

PLEDE ST, A M, BMEEEGREICK 235 2V ADEN TR

REBHM DN TELDBNTH S,
There are two factors that contributed to the creation of the mosaic forest in Morotsuka Village: (1) The forest
is subdivided, with the majority of the forest in Morotsuka Village being operated by medium-scale
independent forest households with less than 50 hectares. (2) In each privately-owned forest, the household
manages their forest of conifers, deciduous broadleaf trees, and evergreen broadleaf trees in a well-balanced
manner.

For these reasons, the mosaic forest is an example of forest conservation and management that is balanced
through the operation of both agriculture and forestry activities.

QAR R T BH

Fulfilling One’s Role for the Ecosystem

EBPA IHIE, 7 XFHEOERELIER & HROBEERIC X > THEMZRRIEZ R
DHLHET %0 HLBREEFMOELLITNC/Z>TOWBIEN, FXFDHE (R
) 1F, FTIFESHYOEESRRIEE &G>T\ d,

The mosaic forest also maintains biodiversity with sawtooth oak and other deciduous broadleaf trees along with

evergreen broadleaf trees. In addition to being the habitat for a variety of wild animals, the nuts from the
sawtooth oak (acorns) are an important food source for the creatures that live there.

GIAHS Takachihogo-Shiilbayama Site Evaluation Criteria (3)

EYA MO SEREEINEY 5T

Shiitake mushrooms produced from the mosaic forest

AHBAT AR DA A

Vegetation Present Throughout Morotsuka Village

IAFXED
AN )
Sawtooth oak and other
deciduous broadleaf trees

134

BREE A A+ l:/t:\'—é@
Evergreen broadleaf trees STER
Japanese cedar,
3 1% Hinoki cypress and other conifers

56u

HIE 1 2000 FEHFRME Y AMEIIGRE
Source: Survey of Agriculture and Forestry Regions from the 2000
World Census of Agriculture and Forestry

SEEILZER DA

Inside a forest of deciduous broad-leafed trees

19




HREFEE ST - HELME FFEONR

QORMERGREE BT 5 E 5

The Background to Establishing Composite Agriculture and
Forestry Operations

BRLWILRTHE & D S SRAFRFIHNC B RID 59, AEARIR T, 1F
FEIEME L BRMR R DML 2 T T RMEE R 2 AT LD BAL LTz dD
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How is it that a composite system of agriculture and forestry that balances active forestry
activities with forest conservation could be established despite the site’s existence in steep
mountains where the conditions are unfavorable? This is because of the active development of
the forestry infrastructure by the public and private sectors, including the active installation of
forest-road production bases, as well as the nurturing of forestry co-operatives. Among these
developments, Morotsuka Village has also undertaken some noteworthy initiatives, which are
displayed to the right of this section.

O 35 4% (1960 4) 1T MRS BIRS L ek SR ) Z2 e L.
FHRA =2l 1 U T, HRTFIC & O BHMSRBE DK & & b 152 M5
AN OFRMGH 2Bk

O3 A R [FARDAFES L IHEFH B O G HTRIREZITS 1 %
T AR T 72 Al

OfTEI» SN U TN R < 2 A O ERAHIR [ERA 2 RETHERK 5
=1 W AMMBEROIDOFETEE 2175 L L bic, fTBEmIL
QO Y el W o o 1 B/ QA i1

(OlIn 1960, the “Key Points of Measures to Prevent the Transfer of Land Outside
the Village” was established, which, through the united efforts of all the villagers,
stopped the transfer of forest to landowners outside of the village, which could
lead to devastation of the forest due to clear-cutting and other actions.

(A shiitake mushroom raw-wood banking system was established to allow for
the smooth adjustment of supply-and-demand between shiitake mushroom
raw-wood producers and consumers.

(OThe Community Hall Committee, an autonomous organization for all village
residents independent of the government, has conducted educational activities for
the purpose of human resources training and, in partnership with the government,

has developed a road network that was indispensable to improving productivity.

@O T Y FeBERY LB A A

Globally Recognized Pioneering Initiatives

BN TIE. NIRRT EAL] L 72 H5FSC® HMEEREFSC-C012945%Z B L TH D, ZTDEH E Nk
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Morotsuka Village is the first in Japan to receive FSC-C012945 forest certification from the Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®), having had the RN AREEES. 3 /uﬁ_
entire village area certified, and the villages cultivation of shiitake mushrooms using raw wood from trees such as sawtooth oak and Japanese oak CAMDEDNTING

that have been produced by managed forests has also received the world’s first-ever FSC-C001800 CoC (Chain of Custody) certificate from the Morotsuka Vilage Direct Shipment
FSC® in relation to its processing and distribution. Housing. The housing uses timber in

Furthermore, the village also runs the Morotsuka Village Direct Shipment Housing initiative, whose objectives include achieving stable operation abundance
through direct marketing as well as facilitating commerce between producers and consumers, and as of the end of 2016, the initiative had
supplied materials directly from Morotsuka Village for over 400 houses.

GFROIIHIRELE T v~

Towards a Model for the Development of Mountain Villages Across the Globe
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The composite system of agricultural forestry, symbolized by the mosaic forest of Morotsuka Village, is a superior system in terms of knowing how to manage operations to maintain forestry
activities that have long-term production cycles and conserving biodiversity by finding a harmonious balance between the forest and agricultural forestry. Furthermore, efforts made by
Morotsuka Village in relation to this system serve as a model for the development of mountain villages in other countries.

HENOEF A 7RIz TR S BHREE G AT L
A Composite System of Agriculture and Forestry Developed in Morotsuka Village’s Mosaic Forest
Timber and shiitake
sl 15 5% mushrooms produced
B} TR from the mosaic forest
oE T
ic " -
= D “Z5
By # 19
< & ol ,’jZ 1
T ) T g{(
Z t’f Japanese cedar (conifers) for Lumber in a timber processing H
IS timber production facility in Morotsuka Village 5
PN £
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Mosaic forest with conifer, deciduous, and % g? %
broadleaf forest di ti o -
g\/s;?éﬁ?or;%imi?n 0rests spreacing outin Aforest of sawtooth oak (broadleaf deciduous A shiita_ke—mushroom log
trees) for shiitake mushroom cultivation cultivation site
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GIAHS Takachihogo-Shiibayama Site Evaluation Criteria (3)
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Shifting Cultivation in Shiiba Village

HARDO BN HE SRR ORI R B2 I 2 T8 9 % & Fhh., H25 Japanese shifting cultivation is said to have its roots in the extensive farming of the

Jomon period, and in around 1950, around 50,000 to 60,000 hectares of land was used

— B Y - L=
F (1950%F) HICIXHARET5~6ThadfEllini (e L Tz e 5bh for shifting cultivation throughout Japan. Since then, due to social changes, that figure
TWB, 2Ok, HANBOLILEFC LD BHITHD LT, has decressd rapidly
R . . N In the Tohoku region, there continue to be shifting cultivation fields used to cultivate
WAL T Tl RO TEDOR SN2 —EMZ2 iR ES T 2 BN 5 TE single crops such as garden radishes, but the Omukai district of Shiiba Village in this
" N . - - region maintains traditional shifting cultivation, whereby the locations to be burned
BTV B, AU OHEER R AHIX TlE, KANZ T 2 57 2 45 change every year, crops are rotated every four years or so, and a long fallow period is

B L. 4FREDOIRTE L RWIKBIIRZ 3 % B ARDIGHH Z RSN provided.
ZITWOINTN 5,
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Dance to the gods that live in the mount
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In the Omukai district of Shiiba Village, a group centered on one farming household (the

Burnt Field Buckwheat Club) conducts shifting cultivation in a forest of around 50 hectares
owned by that household. It provides a valuable example as the only place in Japan upholding

the ancient Japanese practice of traditional shifting cultivation. Moreover, the group is taking
care to pass on the tradition of shifting cultivation in the region through hands-on teaching
of shifting cultivation to students at the local Omukai Elementary School. e ’ -
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A hands-on lesson in shifting cultivation at Omukai Elementary School
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Cyclical Agriculture that Coexists with the Forest
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XTI B\ S N TV 5, Distribution in patches of shifting cultivation in Omukai district

The traditional shifting cultivation that is performed in the Omukai district starts with clearing (yabokiri) a small area of the forest of around 0.5 to 1 hectares. After this, burning (yaboyaki) is
performed to burn off undergrowth and create arable land. Then, crops such as buckwheat, Japanese millet, foxtail millet, adzuki beans, and soybeans are cultivated over a period of 4 years with
1 year dedicated to each crop, and following this, a fallow period of around 20 to 30 years is established to return the land to forest. After the fertility of the plot has recovered, the cycle of shifting
cultivation begins again, making this a cyclical agricultural method that exists harmoniously with the forest.

Fields that have burned only take up an area that is large enough for the family that owns it to takes the grains needed for their day-to-day life, so for a family of six people, the burnt field will
be at most 0.6 hectares. The fields are also managed in patches, so there is no serious ecological impact on plants and animals. In fact, this practice continues to maintain the abundance of the
forest in Omukai district to this day.

ﬁ%m DY A4 7 v Shifting Cultivation Cycle
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Yabokiri (clearing) Yaboyaki (burning) and sowing
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A year before yaboyaki (burning) takes place, yabokiri (clearing) is
performed in an area ranging from around 0.5 to 1 hectares. In the summer of the following year, burning is performed, directly followed
by the sowing of buckwheat seeds on top of the resulting ashes. In the second

(T 1B f“é‘, year, Japanese and foxtail millet are cultivated, followed by adzuki beans in the
% *% }i third year, and soybeans in the fourth year.
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materials, fuel, and as raw wood for shiitake mushroom ; i% Jé i"z%_
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cultivation 5 e - 5
The first crops to be cultivated are buckwheat and Japanese millet, which are
crops that require nutrients in the soil, then adzuki beans and soybeans are
cultivated, which are nitrogen-fixing, creating a good balance.
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After cultivation is finished, some trees are planted % % »
and a period of recovery begins. The recovery [:D\ _’IJ:!
¥

period lasts from 20 to 30 years and in some cases, i
The forest stage has multiple functions, including supplying products such

it may continue for up to 50 years. f : o
as timber and mountain vegetables, as well as replenishing water sources.
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Traditional Culture Nurtured by Field Burning
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GIAHS Takachihogo-Shiilbayama Site Evaluation Criteria (3)
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A prayer to express appreciation for nature recited before yaboyaki (burning)

The shifting cultivation that has been handed down in Shiiba Village has its own unique traditional culture. For example, before conducting yaboyaki (burning away undergrowth), the following

ritual is performed.

A gohei (a decorative wand used in Shinto rites) is placed on a stump near the land to be burned, and then the following prayer is recited: "We will be setting fire to this place. Snakes, frogs,
insects, quickly make your leave. God of the Mountain, God of Fire, Bodhisattva Jizo, protect us so that the fire does not spread and so that there remains nothing left to burn.” After this, sacred
sake is poured out. This ceremony shows the mentality of the people, who appreciate nature and value harmony with it.

Additionally, field burning has nurtured distinctive dishes rooted in the local climate, such as wakudo soup that uses the buckwheat grown in burnt fields and nadofu-style tofu using soybeans,
mountain vegetables, and other local ingredients. The farming household at the center of carrying on the tradition of shifting cultivation also runs a farm guest house where they share the
culture of field burning with people, including local related cuisine. This is how efforts are being made to not just pass on the shifting cultivation tradition but also leverage it to create new

occupations in the Omukai district.
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Beautiful nadofu-style tofu colored with rape blossoms
(left) and wakudo (frog) soup, which is so called because

the lump of buckwheat sticking out of the soup
resembles a frog (right)
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Cultures, Value Systems, and Social Organizations
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Within the Takachihogo-Shiibayama region livesfolklore that can be called the landscape at the heart of Japan as well as traditional agricultural forestry culture, which were
born and raised from the harsh agricultural forestry lifestyle of mountain villages.

As a region related to Japanese mythology found in ancient chronicles like the Kojiki and Nihon Shoki, its people are ardent believers in the gods, and the region has many
landmarks associated with myths and folklore, along with shrines andsmall Buddha figures throughout the hills and fields.

Additionally, Kunio Yanagita, the founder of Japanese folkloristics, wrote extensively about the folklore of the region in Nochi no Kari Kotoba no Ki (Notes on

Traditional Hunting Lore), which is considered the first published'work in folkloristics. This region could therefore be described as the birthplace of Japanese folkloristics
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A common cultural tradition within this region is kagura.

Takachiho Town is deeply connected to myths, and in Japanese mythology, it is said to
be the place where Ninigi-no-Mikoto, grandchild of Amaterasu-omikami, universal
goddess of the entire Japanese nation, descended from heaven to hold dominion over
Japan, making it a place where myths and legends reside in close proximity to people’s
everyday lives.

Kagura is a ritual performance comprising various elements in which the dancers ask
the gods and Buddhas to descend and grant a bountiful harvest, and it is performed at
shrines in all areas of Japan. The kagura in this region possesses remarkable
distinguishing features, with rites and performances that are profoundly connected to
Japanese mythology and the mountain way of life that includes hunting, agriculture,
and forestry.

As well as being an important spiritual pillar for local people, kagura is a ceremonial rite
which is vital in cementing the bonds of yui, the system of mutual co-operation that
maintains village communities, and a wide variety of kagura with long-held traditions

have been passed down in each community.
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The Legacy of Kagura in Many Communities
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The region has a population of about 24,000
people among its five towns and villages, and
even now, kagura has been passed down in

approximately 90 communities. These figures
testify to how kagura has been carefully passed

KAV
down as a venue for bringing the region’s FESHASINTND
communities together to pray for stability in LS
their daily lives, in order to help the local people Communities where kagura

survive in the tough mountain climate. has been passed down
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Records as Far Back as the 12th Century
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The kagura of this region has its foundation in the local system of production, which
involves shifting cultivation, hunting, and grains and water in farmlands and paddies, and
it started as a rite performed to pray for a bountiful harvest of five staple grains.

The first records of kagura are from the Juusha Daimeijinki (Records of Takachiho Shrine)
which describes “seven days and seven nights of kagura” taking place in 1189. The
nationally known yokagura of Takachiho is said to have roots that date back to over 800
years ago based on shinmen masks from the Muromachi Period (1336-1573) and

= B
documents from the Kamakura Period (1185-1333), and it is believed that its current 'E:F%U)Ti*qa*
form was established in the late Edo Period (1603-1868). Takachiho yokagura
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Strongly Reflecting the Characteristics of the Region
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The kagura stage and music strongly reflect the character of the region.
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A sotojime that deifies the mountain and forest

An example of this is the sotojime, a type of decoration that is installed as an object to summon the gods . It is also known as “yama,” and at its center is a sack of unhulled rice called a kamasu
that has been placed there to represent the mountain’s god. This is an acknowledgement of the mountains and forests as entities that supply food for people and provide them with a basis for
living, and it shows that the mountains and forests are deified.

Moreover, hunting culture also has a strong influence, as it is said that the 14th Takachiho kagura dance (yamamori) and the Ita-Okoshi ceremony conducted in Shiiba kagura are derived from
rituals that were performed when going to hunt animals such as deer and boars that were harmful to the burnt fields that provided staple foods.

As Kunio Yanagita, father of Japanese folkloristics, wrote in the introduction to Nochi no Kari Kotoba no Ki (Notes on Traditional Hunting Lore), the kagura of the region—which is profoundly
linked to Japanese mythology and features elements of both agricultural forestry culture, such as shifting cultivation, and hunting culture that reflect daily life in the mountains—conveys to the
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people of today the folk customs of old Japan from a time before wet-rice farming culture played a central role, making it an extremely precious traditional culture.
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In the five grains dance, one of the 33
performances of Takachiho yokagura,
the five different grains produced in
each community are used as torimono
(items used in the kagura performance)
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The Ita-Okoshi ceremony: A ritual in which
boar meat on a cutting board is carved up
into seven slices, placed on bamboo

skewers, and offered to the gods while
reciting a prayer (Shiiba kagura)
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A Dance Performed Throughout the Night
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Many of the kagura in this region take the form of yokagura. Held from November through February with one

house in the village specified as the kagura-yado (venue), yokagura dancing is performed through the night,
from midnight to dawn. |
Yokagura typically begins with the god-welcoming rite of kamimukae. Starting in the afternoon, the rite is held Fefdnt A 5 RETE
at the village patron deity’s shrine, then a michiyuki procession makes its way to the kagura-yado and the god is

795 NETs
The michiyuki procession from the village patron deity’s shrine to the

welcomed inside. After this rite is completed at around 6 p.m., kagura dancing finally begins. kagura-yado

For the locals, this is treated as a special night and the whole community takes part in the performance.
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Pride in Inheriting Tradition
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A view of the kagura-yado. A sotojime can be seen in the center.

Kagura dancers are usually normal people who make their living from work in agricultural forestry, but they take the pride of inheriting the tradition of kagura to heart and practice the dances
enthusiastically to pass it on to future generations.

Additionally, kagura is conducted with the collaboration of many people. These days, women specifically play a major role by handling the preparation of the food, including dinner for the dancers
and refreshments served to guests.

The people involved in setting up the venue create a sacred place to summon the deity in accordance with various traditions, such as the sotojime to which the deity descends, the space (kouniwa)
in which the kagura will be danced, the canopy (tengai), and paper decorations (kirikami).

Local people also perform various roles in organizing the kagura, including the director, people who assist the dancers, and people who keep watch at night.
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As the above shows, the region’s kagura is a cultural tradition that strongly reflects the region’s distinctive

agriculture and forestry. Even now, kagura is carefully maintained as a venue for prayer and collaboration
between local people that is indispensable in supporting the local system of agricultural forestry. Furthermore,
cyclical management is undertaken to direct people toward further conservation of agricultural forestry and

regional resources. DL Z TS HIRD AL

From a global perspective, it may even be considered a valuable cultural characteristic relating to the Locals preparing for kagura

management of the composite system of agriculture and forestry.
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Traditional Agricultural Forestry Culture
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The Takachihogo-Shiibayama site is a region made up of steep mountains. Amid the harsh life of agriculture and forestry here, unique culture came to be developed, including old agricultural
rituals like the Shishikake Festival and typical Japanese folk songs (farmers’ work songs) like the Kariboshikiri Uta and Hietsuki Bushi. Even now, these precious customs continue to be a part of
everyday life in the region.

@5%%}/%\ The Shishikake Festival
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According to old records dating from 1691, 243 shrines and 193 wooden Buddha statues were venerated within Takachihogo at that time. This gives a sense of the deep devotion people in mountain
villages felt toward the gods and Buddhas amid their tough agricultural life. Along with agricultural forestry activities, this devotion remains a living part of the daily culture, including an ancient
agricultural ritual called the Shishikake Festival, which has been carried on over the years by Takachiho Shrine.

The Shishikake Festival is associated with the legend of the frost god Kihachi, who was driven away by the enshrined deity of Takachiho Shrine, the rice god Mikeiri no Mikoto. Every year, on
December 3 of the lunar calendar, a boar is offered to the gods and the chigi no mai dance (also known as sasafuri kagura) is performed.

The sasafuri kagura displays a simple, austere mountain belief to ward off agricultural disaster brought about by early frost and is said to be one of the origins of the region’s kagura.
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Kariboshikiri is the harvesting, drying, and cutting of wild grass on mountain slopes for winter roughage for livestock and for re-thatching roofs. The song that accompanies this work is known as
the Kariboshikiri Uta (Grass-Cutting Song), and men engaged in kariboshikiri would sing this song to accompany their labor or as a kind of singing competition to see who had the best voice. The
late Akira Sato, who was said to be a master singer, said: “On the mountain, voices would be raised in song with the dawn and continue all day long without a break in the valleys here and there””
The song was also sung to indicate one’s whereabouts to family members, as well as for the ritual gatherings known as utagaki. The simple, earthy, and hearty melody and bright, powerful singing
are features of this song born from the region’s unique way of life.
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Put a bell on the pepper tree in the garden
Come along when you hear the bell ring
When the bell rings, what should I say?
When the bell rings, say you're giving water to
the horse
I pound and pound but I can’t husk the millet

Was it at the bottom of the pile in someone’s
storehouse?
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Lyrics to the Millet-Pounding Tune
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In Shiiba Village, Hietsuki Bushi (the Millet-Pounding Tune), a song sung when husking the millet produced by
fielding burning, has been passed down over time. In the past, millet was pounded on the floors and in the gardens of
farm households from late autumn through early winter, and people from neighboring villages would stop by to watch.
Talented singers from the community would sing loudly in time with their pounding hands to help relieve their fatigue,
creating a lively atmosphere.

This song features a bright, graceful melody based on a scale known as the “Shiiba style,” with lyrics that are full of
variety. Moreover, it has distinctive pauses to breathe in between long phrases sung in one breath, and it has a strong
connection to the everyday activities of the local people, such as coming and going along mountain roads, as well as
working on the steep mountain slopes.
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The Self-Governing Community Hall System
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The tough agricultural forestry lifestyle of this region has fostered a spirit of independence and mutual aid among residents. Notably, the self-governing structure that has long existed in each
community has developed into an autonomous community hall system that acts as an independent residents’ organization in the modern era, and this system has played an essential role in
regional development that includes agricultural forestry.

Of particular note, in the region’s Morotsuka Village, there is a self-governing organization system for all village residents known as the Morotsuka Village Community Hall System, and a
self-governing community hall liaison committee independent of government organizations integrates the entire village.
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Achieving the Stable Operation of Farm-and Forestry Households Through Composite Operation Methods
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The Highest Forest-Road Network Density in Japan
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A key achievement of the Morotsuka Village self-governed community hall
system was the establishment of a composite operation system based on
timber, shiitake mushrooms, livestock, and tea, which has enabled
operational stability for farm-and-forestry households.

After 1957, the Village Industry Promotion Committee, which consists of
representatives from the Community Hall Industrial Department, the village,
the agricultural cooperative, and the forestry cooperative, became the driving
force to formulate an industrial promotion measure revolving around joint
operations based on four products (timber, shiitake mushrooms, livestock,
and tea) as a means to provide support economically and in terms of labor
intensiveness. Even today, this policy has continued to enable operational
stability for farm-and-forestry households.

Various community halls within Morotsuka Village have formulated a
district road network plan, and all the communities came together to push
road development forward. As a result, the forest-road network density
within the village is the highest in Japan at 62 meters per hectare, and this has
enabled improvements in the efficiency of shiitake mushroom and timber
production as well as greatly reduced costs. This road density also secures
production lines in thinnings production.
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Landscapes and Seascapes Features
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A remarkable landscape is formed by the forests nurtured by the system of agriculture and forestry developed in the Takachihogo-Shiibayama region, together with the
mountain streams arising from them as well as the scattered communities and rice terraces of the region. Additionally, the rice terraces and the vast hillside irrigation canal
network that supports them, which were built through enormous efforts by farmers, are a major distinguishing feature when it comes to land and watér resources management.




GIAHS Takachihogo-Shiibayama Site Evaluation Criteria (5)
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A Background Nurtured by a Sustainable System of Agriculture and Forestry
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Since the region is mountainous and most of the land consists of steep slopes, the majority of
its paddies are rice terraces. In the northern part of the region, a cluster of rice terraces spreads
out from the top of the Gokase River’s gorge. Thanks in part to the fact that the grass is cut
every day to obtain roughage for livestock, the slopes of these rice terraces form a scenic
landscape.

Furthermore, in the Mimi River basin in the southern part of the region, especially in the
vicinity of Morotsuka Village, conifer forests that include Japanese cedar and Hinoki cypress,
deciduous broadleaf forests that include sawtooth oak for shiitake mushroom cultivation, and
evergreen deciduous forests spread out in a patchwork pattern, forming a unique and beautiful
landscape known as the mosaic forest.

LIRS REKEE DEN D

Cutting grass along a hillside irrigation canal
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A Rice Terrace Landscape that is Representative
of Japan
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Of the 134 locations in Japan selected by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry, and Fisheries as the “Top 100 Terraced Paddy Fields,” seven are
located in this region, making Takachihogo-Shiibayama a rice terrace
agriculture region that is representative of Japan.

K HE I T 7 i & g hB, g

. . EROOMH STROATER
.Theh7 I;Iacefofg‘}m This dRIfg;‘:j“ Field  Odonokuchi Rice Terraces 104 780 Oaza Iwato, Takachiho Town
in the op errace a y 1elds NER%EHEE o4 48 %?*@ET?&?EEE#
__Tochimata Rice Terraces ="~ "7 Oaza Mitai, Takachiho Town
R LA 5.4 720 STROATEAS
__Tokubetto Rice Terraces ="' " 7T Oaza Oshikata, Takachiho Town _
AEON (F)I) 3.7 104 B g AT
__Ishigaki-no-Mura (Togawa) 7 L Oaza Nanaori, Hinokage Town
EDEHA 21 49 R BETAF= 4
__Tori-no-SuRice Terraces  ~ T Oaza Sankasho, Gokase Town
TOEHA 5.7 105 R BETAF= 4
__Shimo-no-Haru Rice Terraces L Oaza Sankasho, Gokase Town
=[gi ] 20.0 191 R BETATERR
Hikage Rice Terraces ’ Oaza Kuraoka, Gokase Town
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Securing Water for Agricultural Activities via Rice Terraces and Hillside Irrigation Canals
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Many of the region’s rice terraces were created in modern times, following the start
of the Meiji Period (1868-1912). While some rice terraces had previously been
established on land naturally blessed with spring water or surface water, their total
area was small. The reason for this is that, despite the region having the Gokase
River and Mimi River running through it, both rivers run through gorges, and the

differences in elevation between land and the surface of the water made it difficult
to use the river water.
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The Construction of Hillside Irrigation Canals
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Prior to the modern era, most farmland in the region was burnt or dry fields, and upland rice
was also cultivated in some areas. However, the people longed to cultivate rice in wet paddies,
which provide higher, more stable yields and produce better-tasting rice, so despite the
adverse topographical conditions that required water to be obtained from sources dozens of
kilometers away deep in the mountains, they devoted considerable effort to constructing a
network of hillside irrigation canals and rice terraces on the steep mountain slopes.

The irrigation canals and rice paddies in this region were developed starting in the first half of
the 1600s, with the rate of building accelerating in the Meiji Period (1868-1912) and Taisho
Period (1912-1926). Today, there are hillside irrigation canal networks exceeding 500
kilometers in length and rice terraces exceeding 1,800, which are a testament to the incredible
efforts made by our ancestors.

N
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Construction work on a hillside irrigation canal. Many farmers joined this work.

X

fi :[:E.@H Ishigaki-no-Mura
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Togawa District, Hinokage Town— In order to grow paddy rice, the people of a district known as

Ishigaki-no-Mura constructed rice terraces with 11-meter-high stone walls, the highest in Japan. The BEA—OEx%2E%5%

oldest stone wall was built from 1848 to 1859, which the people made diligent efforts to continue over 211TmoAE

many;, long years. Japan'’s tallest stone wall,
measuring 11 meters in
height
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The Fruits of Ingenuity and Hard Work to
Secure Irrigation Canals
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The longest hillside irrigation canals are indicated in the adjoining table. The feature
of these regional hillside irrigation canals is that they supply water to rice terraces
from sources deep in the mountains via irrigation canals laid skillfully across the
mountainsides by following the contours of the land for dozens of kilometers, with
tunnels drilled through the mountains in some parts. The construction of this
extensive hillside irrigation canal network and the ingenuity deployed in order to
ensure stable irrigation for a relatively small group of rice terraces are emblematic of
the people’s hard work.

GIAHS Takachihogo-Shiib
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3 Representative Hillside Irrigation Canals
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A hillside irrigation canal
in Takachiho Town

N
ikIN HEAEF2 (km) 4 i (ha) fﬁk
Irrigation Canal Total Length Area Served 7[:_' _
Construction Period
=T RAK B332204F (M20)
Takachimho Irrigation Canal 692 94 71(5%78?15198)
TITAK KIE9HF (T9)
Nanaore Irrigation Canal 81.0 101 ﬁzuzg-%g(zsg‘l)
— - KIET44E(T14)
= AKX
Sangasho Irrigation Canal 62 5 5 5 Bﬁggssz 5%2)
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Multiple Functions That Are Indispensable to Sustainable Agricultural Development
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Rice terraces serve to store water and hillside
irrigation canals catch rainwater that flows
down the slopes. In this way, rice terrace
agriculture plays a large role in preventing
hillside collapses, and in addition to being
equipped with disaster-prevention functions,
most hillside irrigation canals have water
flowing through them even during non-irriga-
tion periods, giving the canals a diverse set of
functions that include extinguishing fires,
thawing snow, conserving the ecosystem, and
shaping the landscape.

Moreover, from the perspective of recycling
resources, since the grass of rice terrace
slopes and the ridges between paddies is cut
to obtain roughage as well as to maintain
performance, there is a strong connection
between rice terrace agriculture and beef
cattle raising. The returning of livestock
excrement to rice terraces and fields as

ES20)= Vi EN

compost is also an indispensable part of the everyday use

development of sustainable agriculture.

1000

MEZRNDMAKZRTIEH TKEZFHWIED
ERKICHHIAENS
The canals catch rainwater flowing down the slopes of the

mountain, preventing disasters, and the water is used by
the communities to extinguish fires, thaw snow, and for
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The hillside irrigation canals
run down along the contours of the
mountainside slopes
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Rice terraces are completed
by hillside irrigation
canals

Criteria (5)
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GIAHS Post-Certification Initiatives
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The Formation of the GTAHS Three-Party Partnership Agreement
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For the purpose of “clarifying the value of the Takachihogo-Shiibayama site from
an academic perspective with the view of training and educating the next
generation of human resources who will take pride in themselves and their
region, a three-party partnership agreement has been formed between the
“GIAHS Takachihogo-Shiibayama Site Revitalization Council,” “University of
Miyazaki ~ (National University Corporation),” and “Miyazaki Prefectural
Takachiho High School”

2017F3A25RICITh NIt RRFEEE = FEEHERNN

The ceremonial signing of the GIAHS Three-Party Partnership Agreement on March 25,
2017

T%?JJ E P\] 7§~ Agreement Contents
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Construct an educational program related to Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems and educate the next generation who will take pride
in themselves and their region.

QtREFEEEICET MR ZHED. & THRM - HZE IR OMIEZ 2R R THS T S,
Promote research related to Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems and clarify the value of learning about the Takachihogo-Shilbayama
site from an academic perspective.

HEME-FE
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Conducting collaborative
research and investigative
field learning
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Conducting lectures
and field learning

T S = s 1 o2

GIAHS Three-Party Partnership Agreement

HR e}y TR
University of Miyazaki Takachiho High School
RKEEE
BREBDIRI

Exchanges between university
and high school students A—F 4 Rx—4—

NPOEAT O—AILTHTI—

Coordinator, Glocal Academy (NPO)
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Initiatives Resulting from the Three-Party Partnership Agreement
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GIAHS Academic Program, GIAHS Academy
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The GIAHS Academy is a next-generation human resource training program in which local high school
students learn about Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems and discover issues as well as the
appeal of their region.

In small class groups, students conduct medium to long-term work interviewing farmers along with
joint field work with university students, and in addition to widely spreading what they’ve learned
through the “Takachiho-go Taberu Journal” as well as on social media, they also make visits to local
elementary and junior high schools.

This active learning program made up of a select few can only be offered by this region, and through this
program, students take it upon themselves to discover and disseminate issues and the appeal of their

region, painting a vision of the future for themselves and the region based on the experience required by
the region. IR T O HATEEE
A visiting lecture at an elementary/junior high school
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GIAHS Component Research Activities
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With the University of Miyazaki GIAHS Research Club at its center, investigative research into heritage-related components and social organizations that make up agricultural and
forestry operations as well as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Sites is conducted to clarify the characteristics and value of this region from an academic perspective.

O FARE &R DIEHE Understanding Regional Agricultural Forestry and Social Organizations
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+Conducting investigative analysis concerning the characteristics of the region’s composite system of agricultural forestry as well as the role of social organizations in supporting
agricultural forestry activities and lifestyle.

+Clarifying, among other things, that the region has one of the most developed joint agriculture and forestry operations in Japan and that the fulfillment of its communities and
community hall organizations is the foundation that supports agricultural forestry activities.

QOEPEMFEFZ ORI Clarifying Heritage Components
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+Promoting data management for the entire region in regard to heritage-related components, including shifting cultivation, kamairicha, mosaic forests, hillside irrigation canals, as
well as kagura, and analyzing their origins and characteristics.

Qs T bt D FE Regional Development Issues
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«Investigating agricultural forestry issues for the region and the succession of social organizations along with traditional entertainment.
+Considering methods to bring added value to agricultural products as well as expand sales of agricultural products, methods to involve many stewards as inheritors of the region’s
society, and methods to conduct modern evaluations of as well as create abundance in mountain-village life, which is difficult to assess monetarily.

GIAHS Takachihogo-Shiibayama Site Evaluation Criteria
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Passing Traditions’to Future Generations
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Action Plan
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As can be seen in many regions in Japan, there are significant changes affecting agriculture
and forestry in the Takachihogo-Shiibayama region, including a decline in the agricultural
forestry population, along with declining birth rates, an aging population, as well as
progressing depopulation. As a result, it’s becoming difficult to conduct the conservation
and management of forests and farmland.

If the joint agricultural and forestry system that is unique to this region should fall into
decline, there is concern that this may have negative effects in a variety of areas, including
the region’s cultural education, tourism, and the permanent residency of younger
generations. Therefore, how to pass on this system to future generations is a significant issue
for the future.
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Threats to the Sustainable Agricultural Forestry System
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As is the case with other mountainous areas in Japan, the Takachihogo-Shiibayama region is experiencing progressive decline in farm and forestry households along with an aging population.
Additionally, there is a strengthening trend towards liberalizing the import of agricultural and livestock products, exposing the agricultural and forestry activities of this region to fierce
domestic and international competition. This makes it impossible to obtain revenues that are commensurate with profits, which strengthens fears that there will be an increase in neglected
farmland, waterways, and forests.

Neglected farmland, waterways, and forests, impose a significant threat on the region. For example, in neglected planted forests, sunlight does not penetrate through the woods, causing the
vegetation on the forest floor to deteriorate. As a result, not only would biodiversity be threatened, the soil that is created by fallen leaves and underbrush would be weakened, and its
water-retaining capacity would be lowered. If this happens, topsoil erosion would occur, resulting in soil run-off and causing trees to topple over, making it a direct threat to the lives of people
who live in the surrounding area.

Furthermore, a lack of food for the deer, boar, and other wildlife that live in the forest would also result in serious damage by birds and animals laying waste to farmland crops.

Agricultural forestry activities are the source of traditional culture in the region, as well as the pride of its people, and in a manner of speaking, they are a source of vitality that keeps people
going about their daily lives. If the agricultural forestry system of this region should fall into decline, there is concern that this may have negative effects in a variety of areas, including the
region’s cultural, education, tourism, and the permanent residency of younger generations.
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Population of the Takachihogo-Shiibayama Region Organized by Age
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Created based on national tax survey populations (as of October 1, 2015)
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Connecting to the Future
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Among these threats, the following four are given as the direction of activities that should be conducted in the Takachihogo-Shiibayama region in order to pass on to future generations the forests
of this region, along with the agricultural forestry systems and traditional culture created by the forest.

OREMEDOIRE & Hpk - RIBFORAFIMOF Y

The promotion of agricultural forestry activities as well as the enhancement of conservation and management for forests, farmland, etc.

OLR/EZ: i3Il

The Conservation of Biodiversity and Landscapes
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The development of the region and of people who have aimed to preserve traditional culture and the forest-utopia (Forestopia)

@MW F R L LTI~ O HBR

Contributing to the world as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Site

OEMREDOIREL L HM - BHFORLEEHOTHE

The promotion of agriculture and forestry activities as well as the enhancement of conservation management for forests, farmland, etc.

GRS EMER 2 AT L2 REL T Tedicid, 9, AMBORMEOIRIZXS C EDWRETH S, [FRFIC, bk - e V- 708
RORREHOFAFZK S RTUITE ST,

In order to conserve the traditional agricultural forestry system, first, it is necessary to promote the agricultural forestry of the region. At the same time, we must enhance the conservation and
management of forests and farmland.

AR D% e By AR & AT At fiE e L Improving Added Value and the Stable Production of Agricultural Forestry Products

[BRIR & ERRE] [Current Conditions and Issues]

OfEED N eI KRR UL L DL HDMER I TN T &b BAEpEM: (OThe climate is harsh due to the area being at a high elevation, and with land that is
PR, FizBENEL . BB EEFE LTS, limited in space and on slopes, production capabilities are low. Moreover, there are

OB PR3 FE VAR RIS O T 3L B — i E I LT . §Ic many birds and animals that cause damage to crops.
BUTLND ; Olncreases in the price of energy, such as fuel that is essential for agricultural forestry
= o

production, is affecting operations.

ORMEN b3 & & bic, ?"ﬁﬂ%%b‘ﬁ/}\ LTWa, (OFarm-and-forestry household workers are increasing in age while the number of
ORMEEICBI T B ENNOBHADMETL TS, successors in this line of work is in decline.
(ODomestic and international competition related to agricultural forestry activities is
progressing.
[x5R] [Measures]
i TR, K =S <N H~F 1C R s SPAS Strive for stable production of agricultural forestry products through operational
Bk 48 i (7S DLEMTE Ostrive for stable prod f agricultural f ducts through 1
E % 2. measures, measures to counter bird and animal damage, production base
OB FANMEE ) EX 25 & & bic, BRERILI &> TIEHED it . . o
ey o (OStrive to strengthen the competitive power of agricultural forestry activities by
Bz X5,

improving the added value of agricultural forestry products and through sixth
sector industrialization.



BB OREFEL EAREDIRIL  Conservation and Management of Forest Resources and the Promotion of Forestry Activities

[BRIR & ERRE] [Current Conditions and Issues]
OfgEENEm Wz Sz # L L . o HhMERH TN & B AEMEN (OThe climate is harsh due to the area being at a high elevation, and with land that is
PMEV, FREEMAZ L BEWEERRE LTS, limited in space and on slopes, production capabilities are low. Moreover, there are

many birds and animals that cause damage to crops.

N — 2 YN 3 3 > IR
Oﬁ%ﬁ Fi{Ld 5 & & B Ik E DD, K SN2 N THIMZ 580 (OForestry household workers are increasing in age while the number of successors in
MEE > T, this line of work is in decline. There are strengthening fears that there will be an
OARMBENRAT 2 & L BIT, AMIIEERRL T3, increase in neglected planted forests.
OBEHRETEFICBNT., KM EDZINHNR. ZNELERT IR OES 8;\longb wit};; de(;:ease' in'the derflax;d gor tifnber, thF pric€ ;)lf t%ml;er hasdals}(i stagnalted.
— B 3 n urban life, there is increasingly less interaction with timber and there is less
LRsEIe 9 EERIEAMR F LT, familiarity with the mountain village lifestyle and culture that produces timber.

[xd5E] [Measures]
OFRENS, BERRYENTR, AR HEEIC X 0. MEEYI DL EWN IR EPE OStrive for stable production of forestry products through operational measures,

X% measures to counter bird and animal damage, production base development, etc.
° (OlImprove the added value for forestry products to strengthen the competitive
S
OMEW@HbDﬁﬁE Zl L&, MEEDBFI b2 RS, N
OMEDHNFDOERKL - MR ZM 5. (OTrain and secure people who will handle forestry activities.
OARMEE OG- LN S b OEHE A 2K %, (OStimulate demand for timber and improve familiarity with mountain village
culture.

EEHTRDORAE LARKHY B 2E D HRBL Conserving Agricultural Resources and Promoting Traditional Agriculture

[BRIR & 3RRE] [Current Conditions and Issues]
OfFEEhE W=Dz L L . o Hihp Rt TN & B A pEN: (OThe climate is harsh due to the area being at a high elevation, and with land that is
HMEU, limited in space and on slopes, production capabilities are low.
P . . L 3 (OFarming household workers are increasing in age while the number of successors in this
ORZA 'ﬁjﬁ%ﬂ:a— pLliic, 1£ﬁ=ﬂf% PN FRE S 1% ML KER DM line of work is in decline. There are strengthening fears that there will be an increase in
LENMIRE > TVD, Tl BMNAESE BIHTOIAED. WA neglected farmland and waterways. Moreover, there is waning vitality in traditional
Jaan= Dy MK NQAYA) agricultural activities (rice harvesting in rice terraces, beef cattle production, tea
T v BE o 8| 8 p
OEWNADBHDETTLTOE T EN D, EAEYIREMER L TV, production, shifting cultivation, etc.).

(ODue to progressing domestic and international competition, the price of agricultural
progi g p P 8!
products has stagnated.

[x3R] [Measures]

OREEMNEMEEICK D, Bl - KBRFORH it 5 & & &, Z D (OMoving forward with the development of farmland and waterways through agricultural
HFEMORRICED ., BEEErom FER 5, and rural village development projects, as well as improving agricultural productivity by

OMEEER O IMTEI FEIC & 0 . 57 a2 DIRE A [ 2 enhancing the maintenance and management of farmland and waterways.

(OPromoting traditional agriculture by improving added value for agricultural
products, etc.

QAW L rkME & SBlORE

The oldest record is the 12th century

RHBL TR, NDENIEAETW TFERR) & BMREDEARICI > THENTE 2 TRINEIR) OXFIC &K > TEMZ DRz
NTER, 5%E. TOTDDOHROREEHEANET 2 L L 82, “RNEHARICEWL TIIREHR 2R EEOHEER XD . RBIC B EE L%
iizfroTWV<,

In this region, biodiversity has been maintained through both “primitive nature” where there is almost no influence from man, and “secondary nature,” which has been nurtured by the workings of
agricultural forestry. From now on, along with promoting the conservation and management of this secondary nature, we will also promote an environmental conservation type of agriculture in
secondary nature and move forward with development that considers the landscape.

AWMLY L S BlORA The Conservation of Biodiversity and Landscapes

Rk & 225E] [Current Conditions and Issues]
ORI PN I EEMREEC & > TIER E Nz RINESRIC S B OF VB A O\é\’ithirf th]i regli(;n, mtany re:'re‘flants acllld a:if?a.ls inh}';lbit tt}}:e zectl)ndatr'y natfu}re forx:wti
& . & IS S 13 g e y agricultural forestry activities, and activities such as the designation of importan
éE“:“l" T__j;o 0. Egﬁz&jﬂ@%i‘ FIZAER ""ﬁﬁé?%m&i %{T}:‘ T habitats and the training of nature protection promoters have been conducted in an
DIRFEICED TS, LOLEND, BRROBAICE S, EHOITEH effort to protect this wildlife. However, there are many threats that exist, such as an
RO« RO E . 2L DBEIFELTNVW5, increase in the amount of farmland and forests that are insufficiently managed due to
SBUCOVT Y, FTRIKIC & 2 SBUBIORIE., [F0 EZ s e e are being conducted. including th
e . e - _ ith regard to landscapes, many initiatives are being conducted, including the
T%ﬁﬂb‘lzo)fﬁiﬁ EZCOMOMBIMTONTOBAN, TS ZHEIHE enactment of landscape ordinances by a self-governing body and being designated as
HELTOLRBEDD B, an important preservation district of historic buildings by the national government,

but it is necessary to move forward with these at a steady pace.

[x%E] [Measures]

O D=2 > 7 TV OR#ERHEEST 5, ZDHIc, B (OPromote monitoring of plants and animals and the protection of rare plants and
REEHEE B OEKE, HiIC B 2 (RS 2 HEHET 5, animals. And to achieve this, promote regional protection activities, such as the
O%M%L: BU, 3 ﬁ‘ﬁfﬁ{%%;ﬁ%%]&ﬁﬁﬁ_% Lry Iz, fﬁﬁﬁ%@@ﬁ%%\ ﬁ:ﬁé training of nature protection promoters.

(OAlong with the promotion of environmental conservation measures in

REUCE D B, agricultural forestry, strive to conserve and promote the production of
O%M%ﬁ@{%é\ i’ﬁ!bﬁ@%ﬁ@f%% ° I'LJJ:?E%O traditional crop varieties.

(OConserve mountain-village landscapes and conserve as well as improve regional
landscapes.
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The development of the region and of people who have aimed to preserve traditional culture and the Forestopia (forest-utopia)

AU I3 S AR R, 7 LTS, SO S ENE DTS, BIIEE NS ORIEEEM ThNTIEWV B D, LRz
IR NCHRADET L. MEDBEH L H> TS, THUTHIST BT, TNE TOMIETINTINAZ T, EREOIRES 7258 U T itk o
M hzmsd, NEics 2D 32 T, ALIRDICHIESZNT 2T ENEETH S,

Unique agricultural forestry culture inhabits the area, including ancient agricultural rituals, folk songs, and religious kagura performances. Though activities to preserve these cultural traditions are
currently being carried out, the continuing decline of the regional population, including farm-and-forestry households, is becoming a threat to the conservation of these practices. To address this,

in addition to current preservation activities, it is important to put a stop to population decline by heightening the appeal of the region through the promotion of agricultural forestry and by drawing

people into the region.

R LA DA & TEHARER

Passing Down and Disseminating Information on Traditional Culture

[RIR & RRE]

OAMIICIE, DAFFYIRT % TOZADEHI FOHAZNET 2 KGR,
R TOFILTH S Tp2E) 75 EEESEHULDLBEEL TV 5,

OBRBREREHHEZ £, (ERAMNC X B AR RRIEDRAICITD
ncns,

OO EE, HD NI & o THI DR AR LA E RIS
EHENTVS,

[x45%]

O%REE, MBS B B ahUb DR Z2HEE S 5 T & T, s ERA S
etz L, Z OffifidZz RS %,

Ol b Dmise L RSB 2 HEES 5 & L BT, ANV FFICK > TR
HNCtEfZTIE Ly JE<E2osfbom kicE 59 %,

OBBRREERIEEFIC KO | Mk ROM EERBIS ORI E2X %,

i - B RHDOIER

[Current Conditions and Issues]

(OWithin the region exist many valuable, traditional cultural practices, including typical
Japanese folk songs such as the Grass-Cutting Song, and Millet-Pounding Tune as
well as kagura performances at festivals that involve the entire community.

(OThere is active engagement in mutual aid and educational activities conducted by the
residents themselves through the self-governing community hall system.

(ORegional bonds and traditional culture are being exposed to threats by the ageing
population of farm-and-forestry households, the region’s declining population, and
other factors.

[Measures]

(OPromoting education on traditional culture in the region in schools and other
institutions to have local residents enjoy their own traditional culture and
rediscover its value.

(OPromoting activities to research and preserve traditional culture as well as
spreading information externally through events to contribute to the culture of
our society at large.

(OMaintaining and improving the local residents’ spirit of mutual support through
the self-governing community hall system, etc.

Expanding Exchanges Between Cities and Rural Villages

BRIR & FRE]

OREFEIAPREMERBIREINERICATON TV 2D, SIHEI ORI L
I NENT NS, FV—TRLTHEERRE A 12X 5 T &AL,

ORREIPRMEABISEIOE 2 {5 DD, AIREAHIEH T2 A DRt
X% T & hE,

OB EEHRMEIZIED U, ikt T E—H RSN THh N TS A,
IEFFFIHEDMITHRATO 2,

[x45%]

ORI, BEMERBIGEZH#EE S 5 2 & T, HiBIEHLic D% .

OHURNDFEFREIH - EMEERER S )V — TR CiMEZ1T5 % . feJim bk
iRtz X % .

OFME I E—ICEDZ ANMOERK, &7 E—BtDRHIC & > T, Htkt
ZE— IR DA B & L blc, MIRIBEICED, TDOIRZRX S,

7xVAPETZRHIBELIZA - HIESCY

[Current Conditions and Issues]

(OFarm guest house and agricultural forestry hands-on experience activities are actively
being conducted, but the scale of each activity is relatively small, and working
together with other groups and improving performance are challenges.

Olt is necessary to preserve the quality of farm guest house and agricultural forestry
hands-on experience activities while also strengthening the system for accepting
visitors within the realms of possibility.

(OThe abundant resources of the forest are being utilized to develop the region as a base
for forest therapy among other endeavors, but in recent years the number of patrons
has stagnated.

[Measures]

(OPromoting farm guest house and agricultural forestry hands-on experience
activities to revitalize the region.

OlImproving performance and strengthening partnerships through training
between farm guest houses and agricultural forestry hands-on experience groups
from within the region.

(ODeveloping a base for forest therapy activities through the development of a
therapy base and training human resources associated with forest therapy, as well
as working to externally spread and expand information on forest therapy.

Developing the Region and People Who Aim for a Forestopia

(R & 3R]

OMAFI634F: (19884) KD 7+ LAFETHAHD F, AME R L AR ET -
FERZE < (GHESUEDIRE « FERICTED T E Tz,

OIRRERICIED < FRBIFHAAD S PU i ) & 72 5 e — BRI
LA NETR2UORK T TSR EFR) ORVRHEMULZRET S
TH VA YA NI T RZ—DERIEE, ANMBIRICKE R D > 7
HLOD, HIKD NI TL T %,

O D DiIcBWTIE, (ERFEIC X 2 HEHYS AR REERIEICE
EREEMTON TS, AORDDERTH 5.

ESp

O7#4 LA NET I 2 [ St E it %,

Otz 415 \MZ2E KT %,

ORI )L — T ONPOFIC & % sl E B 2 HEE S 5,
OUNR—>ZAHEEL, HEOTEAEOIEZX 2,

[Current Conditions and Issues]

(OSince 1988, human resources training along with the conservation and development
of forest resources, agricultural forestry activities, and traditional culture has been
fulfilled under the Forestopia concept.

(D25 years after the start of activities based on this concept, there has been a major mark
left in regards to the training of human resources in the village due to the establishment
of Japan’s first combined junior high and high school, the “Forestopia Learning Forest
Miyazaki Prefectural Gokase Secondary School” and the training of forest instructors
to communicate forest culture. However, the region’s population continues to decline.

Oln regional development, there is mutual support between residents, and educational
activities are being conducted by the self-governing community hall system, but the
declining population is a threat.

[Measures]

(OContinuing to promote Forestopia research

(OTraining human resources who will take care of the region.

(ODriving activities to promote the region through regional promotion groups,
NPOs, and other organizations.

OPromoting UJI-turn migration (migration between rural, suburban, and urban
areas), and facilitating the permanent residency of younger generations in the area.
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Contributing to the World as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Site

ESUERSEEPEI AFBLEDO RYVSEETH D T e 5, T ORGOREERE &2 Ui THRE L. TAFE AR EDIE | IEBiL Tl
TEMRETH D, TO&SHEHE, KO )2 E5ICESH % T LIicDiaN> T,

A GIAHS is an important piece of heritage for all mankind. Therefore, it is necessary to spread the knowledge, experience, and other information related to GIAHS sites to the world to contribute
to the coexistence between mankind and nature. These activities will also be linked to the further heightening of the region’s appeal.

ﬁ%’\@;ﬁ:m Contributing to the World

[BRIK & ERRE] [Current Conditions and Issues]
ORHFRTHEMEENMRD L TEO ., AHIBOBEMEEE S AT LI X585 (OThere is a worldwide decline in forest resources, but we can hope to stop this decline
RBPEOMEY) R EHICR T AR ZRET AT T FhCH I % by disseminating information related to the proper conservation and management of

forest resources through this region’s composite system of agricultural forestry.
(OAs an advanced-nation GIAHS site, we can expect to become a model for the

M EMIEFTE %,

N TR o — . g
O?ﬁﬁ@(}—liAHS“‘j"f b ELUT, PRMERO R AEEER, Aiﬁkj@‘b TR promotion of mountain villages in other countries through the conservation and
DFEE, ERLDREZKS T LT, HRDIFHRIOET )L E75% T management of forest resources, the development of agricultural forestry activities
EHHIRFEN S, that are suitable for the environment, and the conservation of traditional culture .
OARMIE X, GIAHSY A + T % BEA IR B figk itk & 0 5L ] sk 22 B s b bk (OThis region is next to the Aso GIAHS site in Kumamoto Prefecture as well as the
LR LT D GIAHSO PRS- HE ) 7 B AR SE O B FEME I DWW T, HifE Kunisaki Peninsula Usa GIAHS site in Oita Prefecture, and we can anticipate great
I = y P - FoA SHAZ = effects by working with them to disseminate information and to conduct hands-on
LTRGBS PIRBRIGT) 2175 T & T REWNRDMIRFTE B, activities on the importance of GIAHS principles and traditional agricultural forestry
activities.
[x$3E] [Measures]
O EMNEDEMNEE ST TIVICET 2%t f#tET 5 L8, (OPromote research related to composite agricultural forestry models that
NEtRICHET 5, maintain the abundance of the forest, and disseminate that research to the world.

(OWork with other GIAHS sites, such as the Aso site and Kunisaki Peninsula Usa

OB it tof - ﬁﬂé%?ﬁjﬂﬁ%%‘ {m@glAHSﬁ(/}:?i@%b\ (i site, to conduct awareness-raising activities concerning the importance of
M%’({ﬂﬁﬁéﬁﬁ%@@i%ﬁk“)‘b \T R 2175 e traditional agricultural forestry activities and the conservation of regional
O FRlOTEFSFC KD, HAROFRMEFRO RS, ILFRRILC Sk 5. resources.

(OContribute to the conservation of forest resources in other countries and the
promotion of mountain villages through the activities listed above.

BIEERREZITIBANSOFESE (L)
AxEHIc®IT oMt E— (BL)
TALZANET7ZVOHK By BHREREFR ()
Children from other countries engaging in a hands-on
agricultural experience (top-left)

Forest therapy in Hinokage Town (top-right)

The Forestopia Learning Forest Miyazaki Prefectural
Gokase Secondary School (Left)
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Takachihogo-Shiibayama Site e
g \ ETRAK

Takachiho Irrigation Canal

1= T-RENT

Takachiho Town

F o BN O AR

Rice terraces in the Gokase River basin

FA7K
Sangasho Irrigation Canal

. S
jG'i il “Gokase River
okase Town \

--—

Em#X (mLLBi#) OB it AT
Field burning in the Omukai District : Morotsuka Village
(Mukaiyama Hizoe)

HJI|

Mimi River
HBMBEEZ T EEEN D
FM & TS 1 U M8

Certified forest and mosaic forest landscape
in Morotsuka Village

4465—/
/ s # y
45 7

=T HED - HEZE LItz
Takachihogo-Shiibayama Site

I SE T DEEH

Performance of the traditional cultural practice known as kagura

HREFEE ST - HELSEME LR

GIAHS Takachihogo-Shiibayama Site Revitalization Council

[=]:,

[E=%E] TR MBGE REaBRE A= AR—VETESMS

T882-1192 BB EARMRHE TR AF=HH 13 Visit our official homepage
10982-73-1260 E-MAIL/sougou@town-takachiho.jp https://takachihogo-shiibayama-giahs.com/ E

[Office] Takachiho Town Finance Section, Policy Management Department

13 Oaza Mitai, Takachiho-cho, Nishiusuki-gun, Miyazaki Prefecture 882-1192 Hinokage Town Regional Development Department
T0982-73-1260 E-MAIL/sougou@town-takachiho.jp 130982-87-3910

Gokase Town Planning Department ©@0982-82-1717
Morotsuka Village Industries Department

2/ g s Fal = _Q7- 3 PNETE _Qo_
B2 T HlgiREER ©0982-87-3910 iy R EER ©0982-82-1717 B0982-65-1128

AN EXE 1©0982-65-1128 HEN EMIREE ©0982-67-3206 . . .
_ Shiiba Village Agricultural Forestry Development
BIEREEAESR BROER FLMRERSE 00985267924 Depariment o8 673005
Miyazaki Prefecture Agricultural Planning
and Administration Division 1T0985-26-7924

17/ BIBE  Issued by: Miyazaki Prefecture
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Closing Remarks

The Takachihogo-Shiibayama site is a region that is enclosed by steep mountains, and
due to these topographical conditions, the people of the region expended incredible
efforts in the workings of agricultural forestry activities and to lead their daily lives.
However, there are many treasures born from agricultural forestry, including some of
Japan’s best rice terraces and hillside irrigation canals, well-managed forests,
high-quality beef cattle, Japans best kamairicha tea, and Japans only long-term
continuous-cycle shifting cultivation.

This is the result of our ancestors in the region praying to improve their lives and for
the prosperity of their descendants as well as the result of their backbreaking labor.
The fact that various agricultural rites and traditional culture with long histories as
well as the kagura, a religious ritual performed to pray for peace in the region, have

been carefully passed down, may be ascribed to the strength of our ancestors prayers.
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GIAHS Takachihogo - Shiibayama
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The logo concept for the Takachihogo-Shiibayama Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Site

“Bringing Tradition into the Future”

This logo design is centered around the concept of a religious performance known as kagura. This tradition has been passed down in the region’s five municipalities (Takachiho Town, Hinokage Town,
Gokase Town, Morotsuka Village, and Shiiba Village) and exists as a symbol of the Japanese mythology that lives and breathes here.

At the center of the logo is shide, a traditional paper streamer used in Shinto rituals, and around this are items that represent the transition of nature through shifting cultivation, neatly arranged tea fields,
terraced rice fields in the four seasons of the year, and colorful mosaic forests.

For this logo, various motifs have been layered upon the core concept of kagura in the hope that regional bonds and the environment, climate, and culture cultivated by these bonds will be passed down
to future generations.





